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Instigator in DVC plot pleads
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‘State will consider new laws |

to ensure integrity of grades

By Matt Krupnick
STAFF WRITER,

State lewmakers will consider
new laws to prevent falsified
grades at community colleges,
they said Tuesday at a lezislative
hearing on the o Vallay Col-
lege grade-ch seandal.

Meeting at Pleasant Hill Ciry
Hall, two members of the As-
sembly Select Committee on
Community Colleges said they
were not convinced DVC leaders
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in January.
"Right now, I'm not satisfied
and I'm vety disappointed,” sald
Assemblywoman Mary Hayashi,
D-Cagtro Valley, after the hear-
ing, citing administrators" lack-
luster participation and bogrd
‘members’ absences. Lagiilators
will agk state auditors to invésti.
Eata e d thi ifhmJ'e Ived
on't. prove th ve solved the
/problems, sheegaiﬂ.»" o
" “The public doesr't trust the
institution anymore,” she said.
“This 153 serious ke,
Baard Presidetit'Jo Ann Coole-

. man 2aiq later that her abgence

was due to a miscommunlestion,
but that board members did not
think they needed to attend.

“I just dido't see the need,”

said. “Sometimes they
. don't" want board members
- there” . .

The panel was convened to
hear how the scandal cccurred
nnd.-»mmr ;i:hools couélg
avold-similar problems.-With
currertt and former DVC students
charged with felonles and as
many a3 21 others likely to be
charged, the case has become
one of the country's most seri-
ous cheating scandals,

Students used the altered
rapseripts — for which they paid
several hundred dollars per
changed grade — to tansfer to
universities arpund the state,
prompting widespread concems
about the integrity of DVC

L4

had taken the six-year-long scan-
dal seriously enough.
The legislators were particu-

larly upset that college-district |

hoard members did not attend

the special hearing and said .
they worried the seheme —
which involved more than 50 -

students and 400 prades —
wolld never have come to light
had the Times not revealad it

'

RN NSTRALGHZTA
HELEN BENJAMIN, Cantra
Costa ditrict chancellor, attends
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chancellor’s office should take
more responsibility for eomputer
security at California’s 109 tuo-
year schools,

Panelists said they would con-
sider a law to limit access to
Erade-matugement computers,
About 90 employees, inchuding
students, were authorized to
change grades in the three-col-
lege Contra Costa district, far
more than gther college districts.

“It concerns rae, to e honest,

alogiste heering Tuesdsy.

3 T
ER, former Diablo Valley Community College Admiséions e
hearing In Pieasant Hil about the Diablc Valley College g

grades. On/Tuesday lagtslators,
said the state' corarunity college:

that the chancellor's office is not
more involved with the inteprity
of grades,” gaid Aszemblyman
Mark DeSavlnier, D-Concord.

Community colleges rely
heavily upon local control, the
state chancellor's top lawyer, Ex-
ecutive Vice Chancellor Steve
Bruckman, told the panel. Angd
the state office already has “3 full
plate of responsibilities,” he geid,

But Bruckman also said the
offica would obey legislative di-
rections.

“The chancellor’s office will
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8 By accepting 15 felony counts in grade-changing

scheme and helping prosecutors, man gets less jail time

By Matt Krupnick
STAFF WRITER
A Fittsburg man accused of

" masterminding much of the Di-

ablo Valley Callege -
ing seandal pleaded puilty Tues-
day to 15 felony counts, opening
the door for othtehr pleas and
charges againstother suspects.
Julian Revilleza, 26, appeared
in Contra Costa Syperior Court
for the morning hearing, wuving

7 and smiling at his family as he

entered the courtroom's holding
cell in a yellow jall jumpsuit. Re-
villeza, who was about to grad-

uate from Cal Poly San Luis
Ohispo when he wag drested in
July, hed bean with 23
falony counts and faced nearly
18 ye4rs in prison,

Instead, he will spend elght
more months in County Jail on
the 15 convictions for computer
fraud, but the deal allowed him
to =uepend a four-year state
Prizon term in exchange for help-
ing in the prosecution of others
in the case. Revillezy has been in
custidy for the two months sinee |
his arrest, int lieh of $250,000 bail

Superior Cogrt Judge Ressie
statements, including that no full.

time employees were irrolved in|
the changed grades. Prmecutors[

Y Lave said they are pursuing

oy DAN ROSENSTRALCH/ATARF
dnd Records director, speaks

¢omply with whatever they-ide-
cide," he said afier the hearing.

Legislators heard testimony
from Helen Benjamin, chancel-
lor of the Contra Costa Cotvunu-
nity College District, and former
DVC President Diane Scott-Sum-
HIers,

Bath women left the hearing
immediately after their testimony,
which also rankled lawmakers.

Their brlef testimony eon-
sisted largely of prewritten an-
swers to lawmakers' questions
and included sorme questionable

rade-changing scandal. ...

felony charges against at least!
one man whi Was a permanent|
emplayee in the DVC records of-
fice.

Scott-Summers, who stepped
down as interim president dur-
ing the summes, wiid she'was sat|
Infied the college had haridled the:
scamdal propedy, . ' - 7 .

“We have taken this luvestis
to do 50," she tpld the panal.
“This [nrident does not DI
ablo Vailey College. The college
will survive this incident and}
move forward " [

Eoth Hayashi and DeSaulnier |
criticized adminlstrators forf
keeping the investigation quiet|
for nearly a yaar, even as Contra
Costa County voters approved a
$286.5 million bond measure to
fund construction in the college
district, . Ly

College leaders have gaid they
were worried about compromis-
ing the investigation

Transgare:;lq always is the
best public policy for taxpayer- |-
fundeI:lu agencles, DeSaulnier said
after the hearing. L

"In government, honesty is,
aur best offense,” he gaid. “The,
public understands human frafl-
tieg, but they don't understand a ||
lack of transparency.” '

Matt Krupnick covers higher
education, Reach him gt 925-
843-8246 or mhrupnick@ba-

yareanewsgroup.cont. .
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